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Upcoming Events 
 
Summer Break 
-4 May - 20 August 
 
Cadet Summer Training  
-June - August 
 
Internships  
-June - August 
 
New Cadet Orientation  
- 13 - 14 August 
 
Fall Semester Class Begins 
-20 August 
 
 
 

 

 

To submit your program photos and/

or historic photos, use the following 

link: 

https://militaryscience.asu.edu/

content/photo-submission 

 

To sign up for our newsletter: 

https://militaryscience.asu.edu/

node/355 

 

To participate in the Sun Devil Battal-

ion overseas flag project: 

https://militaryscience.asu.edu/

content/overseas-flag-project 

 

To add/update your information in 

our database: 

https://militaryscience.asu.edu/sun-

devil-battalion-alumni 

 
 

 

 

Find out what the Sun Devil Cadets               
accomplished during                                      

the Spring Semester 2026!  
 
In this issue: 
 
¶ DCG Visit 
¶ New Orleans Staff Ride  
¶ Contracting ceremonies 
¶ Forging the leaders of tomorrow 
¶ Commissioning Ceremony 
¶ Cadet Spotlight  
¶ Alumni Corner 
¶ Change of Command and Leadership 
 
And more!   
 

Check out our Fact Sheet: 
 

      https://issuu.com/asuthecollege/docs/issuu_rotc_fact_sheet-1 

 

Did you know?  

ASU Army ROTC commissions 
over 45 Army Second Lieuten-
ants (2LTs) every year! 
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DCG visits the Sun Devil          
Battalion 

 
30 January (Tempe Campus) 
 
Brigadier General Sean Crockett, Deputy Commanding General of United 
States Army Cadet Command, recently visited the Sun Devil Battalion 
Cadetsô tactical lab at West Butte Park to observe their training and devel-
opment. During his visit, he actively engaged with the cadets, offering 
coaching, mentorship, and professional insight throughout the lab activi-
ties. BG Crockett also spoke with the cadets about the importance of ser-
vice, leadership, and the expectations placed upon future Army officers.  
 
His visit provided cadets with a valuable opportunity to interact directly 
with senior Army leadership and gain perspective on their future roles in 
the Army. Following the tactical lab, BG Crockett joined university leader-
ship for lunch to discuss Arizona State Universityôs ongoing partnership 
with the Army, including continued development initiatives related to the 
Command and General Staff College. 

BG Crocket is a 1995 graduate of Auburn University, where he received a 
regular Army Commission. He is a graduate of the Chemical Officer Basic 
Course, Airborne Course, Chemical Captains Career Course, Combined 
Arms Services Staff School, Technical Escort Course, the Command and 
General Staff Officers Course (CGSC), and the Army War College.  
 
During his 31 years of stellar career in the Army, BG Crocket has held dif-
ferent leadership positions; among those are  held multiple positions in the 
newly established 20th Support Command CBRNE) and deployed in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom where he served as the Deputy J5 Science 
& Technology Officer and WMD Planner for Combined Joint Task Force 
Troy in Baghdad, Iraq. Additional assignments include service as a BN XO 
and S3, Fort Polk, Louisiana; Brigade S3 and DCO, Fort Hood, Texas; 
Commander, 23d CBRNE BN, Joint Base Lewis McCord, Washington.   
 
Among his awards and decorations are the Legion of Merit, Defense Supe-
rior Service Medal, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal (3 OLC), Army Commendation Medal (2 OLC), Army Achievement 
Medal (3 OLC), Army Superior Unit Award, National Defense Service Medal 
with Bronze Star, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terror 
Service Medal, Parachutist Badge, and the German Proficiency Badge 
(Gold). He wears the Multi-national Corps Iraq as his Combat Patch.  
 
BG Crocket current position is serving as the Commanding General U.S. 
Army Cadet Command and Fort Knox.  

 
During Leadership Lab several Cadets were    
honored by the Deputy Commanding General of 
Cadet Command for their exceptional perfor-

mance in their leadership roles. 
 

Top and left pictures:  
BG Crockett presents MS4 Cadet Miguel Sampo 
and MS2 Cadet Alex Vaughan with a DCG Coin 

for their outstanding job in their                        
leadership positions 

 
Bottom picture:  

Sun Devil Battalion Cadets listen to BG Crockettôs 
insightful words of advice 

 



Fall Semester 2025 Awards Ceremony 
(23 January) 

Waste Management Open 
(02 - 08 February) 

Around 100 Sun Devil Battalion Cadets volunteered at the annual Waste Management 
Phoenix Open in Scottsdale!    
 
During the 6-day event, Cadets assisted WMO staff in various capacities that contributed to 
a successful event. These areas were managing foot traffic, welcoming patrons and facilitat-
ing transactions in the WMOôs merchandise tent.   
 
This massive event is held every year in Scottsdale and attracts thousands of people who 
want to have a great time while also wanting to acquire some coveted merchandise.   
 
This participation is always a great opportunity for the Sun Devil Battalion to raise Cadet 
funds that help finance the programôs ongoing development, enriching it and fostering the 
growth of our Cadets. This event also allowed our Cadets to gain valuable leadership expe-
rience while fostering a sense of community among one of Phoenix biggest events.  
 
We appreciate the WMOôs continuous support. We truly value this opportunity and remain 
committed to providing annual support to the WMO staff and community. Weôre looking for-
ward to next year! 

On January 23, the Sun Devil Battalion held its Fall 2025 Awards Ceremony to recog-
nize Cadets for their hard work, leadership, and accomplishments throughout the semes-
ter. Cadets, cadre, family members, and supporters gathered to celebrate excellence 
across the Battalion and reflect on the progress made during the academic year. 
 
The ceremony highlighted Cadets who demonstrated outstanding performance in aca-
demics, physical fitness, leadership development, and commitment to Army values. 
Awards and recognitions reflected the Battalionôs emphasis on discipline, professional-
ism, and continuous improvement both inside and outside the classroom. 
 
In addition to individual recognition, the ceremony reinforced the importance of teamwork 
and shared success within the battalion. Cadets were recognized not only for personal 
achievement, but also for their contributions to the overall effectiveness and culture of the 
program. 
 
The event served as a reminder of the dedication required to prepare for service as future 
Army officers. Through continued mentorship, training, and professional development, the 
Sun Devil Battalion continues to build leaders prepared to serve both their units and the 
nation. 



Contracting Board and Spring Contracting Ceremonies  
(Tempe) 

 

Congratulations to this  Semesterôs         
contracted Cadets! 

¶ Alexander Vaughan MS2 

¶ Katherine Krol-Schaus MS3 
¶ Skylar Gross MS2 
¶ Tristan Yanez MS3 
¶ MS1 James Hailer  
¶ MS2 Elijah Clay 
¶ MS1 James Heisler 

 

The much anticipated contracting ceremonies began in Fall 
Semester when a total of 7 Sun Devil Battalion Cadets made the 
commitment to continue their path to become officers of the 
United States Army.   

There were 4 separate contracting ceremonies, each marking 
the beginning of a Cadet journey to receiving a commission as a 
second lieutenant in the United States Army.  

This Spring Cadets contracted went through a rigorous board 
process where the ñBarò was set high. These Cadets overcame 
various challenges, rose to the occasion, and completed all ad-
ditional contracting requirements to move into the next phase of 
their  journey towards earning a commission in the US Army 

This milestone unlocks the benefits that allow them to receive 
their Cadet stipend and, depending on type of contract, their 
scholarship or National Guard / Reserve tuition assistance.    

 

MS3 Cadet Tristan Yanez during 
his contracting ceremony on 9 

April 

Army ROTC Cadets MS3  Katherine Krol-
Schaus and MS2 Alexander Vaughan during 
their contracting ceremony on 15 January  

MS2 Cadet Skylar Gross (right) is  congratulated by 
MAJ Thomas Heidorn after being contracted on 2 April 

MS2 Cadet  Elijah Clay (left) and MS1 Cadet James 
Heisler listen to LTC Ryan Whippleôs words of advice 
during their contracting ceremony on 16 April  



Leadership Announcement / Cadet Change of Command 
6 March &  1 May 

 
During the Change of Command Ceremony that 
took place at the steps of the iconic Old Main 
Building on 1 May special guests and the entire 
Sun Devil Battalion Family were in attendance to 
formally anchor the new Cadet Chain of Com-
mand for the academic year 2026 -2027.  
 
Along with the company leaders and their first 
sergeants, the role of the ñTop Fiveò is to provide 
a range of support that includes administrative 
and operational overview while making sure that 
the missions assigned to the Cadets are per-
formed in a professional and proficient manner. 
Although these Cadets will carry a lot of responsi-
bility next Fall, all MS4ôs will have a leadership 
role in ensuring the prestige of the Sun Devil Bat-
talion.  
 
After the Change of Command Ceremony, 
Cadets from all MS levels were recognized as top 
of their class: 
 
MS 1  - Cadet Tate Pamintuan 
MS 2  - Cadet Paige Martin 
MS 3  - Cadet Jade Goulet 
MS 4  - Cadet William Waddington  
 
 
Congratulations to the New Cadet Command 
Leadership for the 2026-2027 School Year! 

The Sun Devil Battalion top 5 and the companiesô leaders for the 2026-2027 
school year were announced on 6 March after Leadership Lab. The new leader-
ship is: CDT Jade Goulet as Battalion Commander (BC), CDT AnnMarie Mont as 
Command Sergeant Major (CSM), CDT Jose Leon as Executive Officer (XO), CDT 
Katherine Krol-Schaus as S3, (Operations and Training Officer) and CDT Jazmin Le-
derman as Ops CSM.  
 
The Leadership for Alpha, Bravo and Delta companies are:  
  
-Alpha Company: CDT Jacob Browne as company commander, CDT Zachary 
Swiney as Alpha's XO, and CDT Maria Ruiz as first sergeant.  
-Bravo Company : CDT Paul Hickerson as company commander, CDT Eric Wilker-
son as Bravo's XO, and CDT Patton Rhees as first sergeant.  
-Delta Company/Ranger Challenge: CDT Cade Garner as company commander, 
CDT Ashley Mendoza as first sergeant, and CDT Alex Vaughan as Delta's XO.  

Top picture from left to right: 

CDT Leon, CDT Goulet, CDT 

Mont and CDT Lederman at the 

Leadership announcement  

Left picture: The Sun Devil Bat-

talion new Battalion Commander 

CDT Jade Goulet, receives the 

Battalion flag from the new Com-

mand Sergeant Major Cadet 

AnnMarie Mont (right). 

Top right picture: CDT Ruiz 

(left) is congratulated after her 

leadership position was an-

nounced on 6 March  

Left picture:  outgoing Battalion 

Commander CDT William Wad-

dington receives from LTC Whip-

ple the plaque that recognizes 

him as the top MS4 Cadet of 

2026 



Spring 2026 Commission Ceremony 
13 May 

Armstrong Hall 

 
Armstrong Hall at the ASU Tempe Campus was 
again full of energy and happiness when it held the 
Spring 2026 Commission Ceremony, where 22 Sun 
Devil Battalion Cadets were celebrated and recog-
nized for their hard work and determination for the 
past several years.  
 
The new chapter in their military lives began on May 
14th as the Cadets were commissioned as second 
lieutenants of the Army. Parents and special guests 
were full of pride when they came together to cele-
brate and be part of this special occasion.  The Com-
missioning Ceremony is a long-standing tradition that 
marks the symbolic first step a young lieutenant 
takes on the path of being an Army Officer. Family 
and close friends had the opportunity to participate in 
and celebrate this milestone.  

 
The Class of 2026 Guest Speaker was CSM John 
M. Foley, who recently retired after 37 years of 
stellar service in the Army.  CSM Foley offered in-
sightful words of advice to the new second lieuten-
ants, that without a doubt will help the new officers 
navigate their positions of leadership! 

Hall of Fame (HoF) Induction Ceremony  

This yearôs Hall of Fame inductees were COL James 
H. McClintock (the outstanding military leader who 
inspired the Army ROTC HOF) and Army ROTC 
alumni CPT (R.) Matthew Kenny  

The Hall of Fame aims to inspire and mentor future 
Cadets by connecting them with distinguished indi-
viduals who have shaped the programôs history. The 
idea is to recognize those who have made excep-
tional contributions to the advancement of the Army 
ROTC program at ASU and to build a lasting tradi-
tion of mentorship that bridges the programôs proud 
past proud past. 

 

Michael J. Christensen ROTC Memorial 
Scholarship 

This year 2LT Brody Wilson was awarded with the 
2026 Michael J. Christensen ROTC Memorial for his 
demonstrated utmost leadership, scholastics and 
determination for the ASU ROTC Program.  

The aforementioned scholarship was established by 
Diane and Bill Christensen in honor of the memory 
of their son Michael, who was a Cadet Sergeant at 
the Army ROTC program at ASU. 

Sun Devil Battalion Cadet Commander William 
Waddington along with his family 

2LT Brody Wilson is congratulated by Mr. Bill Christensen after 
being awarded with the Michael J. Christensen Memorial 

Scholarship 

2LT Hyun Kim is effusively congratulated by his 
father after receiving his first salute from him 

2LT Norwyn Guerrero is pinned by his daughter 
(left) and wife 

CPT (R.)  Matthew Kenney during his acceptance speech 
for his induction into the Army ROTC Hall of Fame 



 

Spring 2026 Commission Ceremony (Cont.) 

    
Congratulations to the newest 2nd Lieutenants! 

  
   2LT Caleb E. Brist - Logistics                                       2LT Kayla C. Olmeda - Military Police 

   2LT Connor O. de Asis - Medical Service Corps        2LT Daniel E. Paniagua - Chemical Corps  

   2LT Norwyn S. Guerrero - Logistics                            2LT Miguel A. Sampo  -  Military Intelligence            

   2LT Ethan T. Haas - Logistics                            2LT Cheryl A. Seiger - Logistics        

   2LT Hailey R. Heinrich - Logistics                               2LT Alexandra J. Sherrell - Medical Service Corps            

   2LT Hyun S. Kim  - Cyber                                             2LT Jonathan Smith-Jimenez - Aviation  

   2LT Liam T. McKewan - Logistics (EOD)*        2LT Cole E. Stacy - Logistics  

   2LT Alexander S. Mirigian - Filed Artillery *      2LT Daniel B. Talone - Field Artillery 

   2LT Madison V. Moody - Logistics                      2LT William E. Waddington - Medical Service Corps * 

   2LT Javier R. Morales - Air Defense Artillery    2LT Patrick C. Wagner - Military Police 

   2LT Josue R. Morales - Air Defense Artillery *           2LT Brody T. Wilson - Infantry *             

 

   *Distinguished Military Graduate 



Deanôs Medalist Spring 2026 
2LT William Waddington 

Recently commissioned second lieutenant William Waddington 
was awarded the prestigious Deanôs Medal for the Spring Semester 
2026. Each Spring and Fall Semester, The College of Liberal Arts rec-
ognizes academic excellence by awarding its highest-achieving stu-
dents from the humanities, natural science and social science.  

Awarded with a National ROTC Scholarship, 2LT Waddington joined 
the Army ROTC program at ASU as a freshman in Fall 2022. During 
his 4 years in the program, he was twice recognized Cadet of the Year; 
he also was selected after rigorous tryouts as a member of the Desert 
Ranger team. In Spring Semester 2025, he was selected by Cadre to 
be the Sun Devil Battalion Commander for the 2026-2027 school year.  

In that position 2LT Waddington helped to lead and develop over 129 
Cadets and became a mentor for many of his peers, devoting time to 
coaching junior Cadets in mission planning, leadership techniques and 
personal development. Outside of the classroom, he graduated from 
Air Assault School through the U.S. Army in Summer of 2024 and 
earned his German Armed Forces Proficiency Badge in November of 
2024.   

2LT Waddington was selected for the prestigious Medical Service Of-
ficer branch in the United States Army, where he will be serving for the 
next few years.  He graduated as a Distinguished Military Graduate 
(DMG), with a BS in Organizational Leadership (Project Management) 
and a minor in Military Leadership. 

Congratulations on your academic achievements 2LT Wadding-

ton! We wish the best on this new phase of your military career!  

William Waddington Sr. pins  then CDT  
Waddingtonôs Air Assault Wings at gradua-

tion ceremony in Summer 2024 

William Waddington  (left) during one of the Ranger 
Challenge practices carrying  along his teammates a 
heavy Zodiac boat loaded with military equipment  

William Waddington (left) during 
Cadet Summer Training 2025 

William Waddington Second        
Lieutenant Commission Picture 


