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Upcoming Events 
 
MS I & II Contracting Board (Non-
Scholarship + SMP) 
-26 to 30 January 
 
Waste Management Open Support 
-3 to 9 February 
 
Staff Ride for MSIV 
-27 February to 2 March 
 
ASU Spring Break 
-9 to 13 March 
 
ASU Combat Water Survival Test 
-20 March 
 
Joint FTX at Fort Huachuca 
-26 to 30 March 
 
Pat Tillman Run 
-12 April 
 
BRM at Florence 
-17 April 
 
Joint National Awards Ceremony 
(JNAC) 
-24 April 
  
Cadet Change of Command and 
Change of Responsibility 
-26 April 
 
ASU Commissioning Ceremony 
-13 May 
 
Cadet Summer Training (CST) 
-June to August 
 

To submit your program photos and/or 

historic photos, use the following link: 

https://militaryscience.asu.edu/content/

photo-submission 

 

To sign up for our newsletter: 

https://militaryscience.asu.edu/node/355 

 

To participate in the Sun Devil Battalion 

overseas flag project: 

Find out what the Sun Devil Cadets               

accomplished during Fall 2025!  

In this issue: 
 
¶ New Cadet Orientation 
¶ Salute to Service 
¶ Branch Night 
¶ Commissioning Ceremony 
¶ Forging the Leaders of tomorrow 
¶ Go down Army ROTC memory lane  
¶ Extracurricular activities 
 
And more! 
 
 
 

      Check out our Fact Sheet: 

      https://issuu.com/asuthecollege/docs/

issuu_rotc_fact_sheet-1 

Did you know?  

ASU Army ROTC commissions 
over 45 Army Second Lieuten-
ants (2LTs) every year! 

https://militaryscience.asu.edu/content/photo-submission
https://militaryscience.asu.edu/content/photo-submission
https://militaryscience.asu.edu/node/355
https://issuu.com/asuthecollege/docs/issuu_rotc_fact_sheet-1
https://issuu.com/asuthecollege/docs/issuu_rotc_fact_sheet-1


New Cadet Orientation 
14 - 15 August  
Tempe Campus  

Tactical Athlete Seminar  
Downtown Campus 14 - 15 August 

This year, the Sun Devil Battalion welcomed a record number of 68 in-
coming Cadets among freshmen, sophomore and Junior (ADO, Green to 
Gold and lateral entry). 
 
Over the course of two days, the incoming Cadets familiarize themselves 
with our Smokeless Rifle Room, completed a run around campus, and 
started some rivalries on the Battle Boats. These activities were meant to 
give the new Cadets a taste of what life in the Army ROTC program will 
be, as well as to set conditions for them to excel in our rigorous program.  
 
These activities, coordinated with the Army ROTC Cadre and led by the 
Senior Cadets (MSIV), were carefully planned weeks in advance with the 
intent of helping the incoming Cadets with a smooth transition into Cadet 
Life.   
 
The Orientation began with an early move-in where MSIII Cadets (New 
Cadet Sponsors) helped the incoming freshmen move into their respective 
dorms. It was followed with a series of activities such as the admin rodeo, 
program in brief and an ACFT familiarization which introduced the new 
Cadets to the fitness test standards within the Army. Additionally, Cadets 
further built camaraderie and teamwork through a Battle Boats competi-
tion.  
 

Welcome to the program! 

 

BN Campus Familiarization run 

Smokeless Riffle Room 

The tactical Athlete Seminar is a two-day program held 
at the ASU Downtown Phoenix Campus and itôs aimed 
to train Cadets to lead physical training programs at ASU 
and Grand Canyon University Army ROTC programs. Ar-
my ROTC Cadets gained proficiency in several areas such 
as foundational movement, coach-to-coach mentoring and 
recovery nutrition among other subjects.  
 
On day 1 the Cadets went over historic fitness data from 
last year and Cadet Summer Training. They also dis-
cussed the importance of physical fitness and what it 
means to practice holistic health and fitness. Then they 
received a lecture from Coach Joseph Marsit, the Degree 
Director ï Sports Science and Performance Programming 
and Dr. Rachel Larsen, the Director and Clinical Associate 
Professor, both from the College of Health Sciences. After-
wards, a training session was conducted focusing on 
deadlift technique and a metabolic circuit.  
 
On day 2 Cadets received a training block by the Cadet 
Battalion Physical Training Officer (Cadet Vydell Belcher), 
followed by a training session focused on the front squat 
and run intervals. It continued with a training on considera-
tions for fitness improvements (covering training/injuries/
endurance). The day concluded with another training ses-
sion focused on recovery and mobility, and was closed out 
with a discussion. 

Phoenix Downtown Campus 



 
 
During the Sun Devil Battalionôs first official lab of the Fall se-
mester, Cadets were recognized for their summer achievements 
at CST and various Army schools such as Airborne and Air As-
sault. These accomplishments highlighted the hard work and 
professionalism displayed over the summer training period.  
 

 

 

 

Cadre also outlined the training timeline for the upcoming aca-
demic year. The briefing provided clarity on expectations, key 
events, and major milestones. Cadets then received updates on 
the Ranger Challenge Team. Additional briefs covered the Col-
or Guard, Road Crew, and Valor programs.  
 
 
Overall, the lab set a positive tone with high expectations 
and momentum for a strong year ahead! 
 

Fall Semester Kick Off 
22 August  
Neeb Hall 

MSIV Cadets Alexander Mirigian (left) and Liam 
McKewan talked about the Ranger Challenge Team 

Sun Devil Battalion Cadets were recognized for their 
achievements at CST and Army Schools. In this photo 
from left to right: Cadets Brody Wilson, Demarco Thom-

as and Paul Hickerson 

MSIII Cadet Cade Garner explains 
about the Color Guard Club 

MSIII Instructor SFC Nicholas Wilson 
talks about  the academic year 

MSIII Cadet Gabriel Luhman talks 
about  the benefits of joining Valor 



Tempe Healing Fields  
11 September  

Tempe Beach Park 

Remembering those who lost their lives on the 
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 on the 
World Trade Center, the Pentagon and the 

crashed on Stonycreek Township 
 

We will never forget! 

A firefighter walks though the Healing Fields where 
the names of 2,977 victims who lost their lives on that 

fatal day, are assigned to each displayed flag 

Sun Devil Battalion Cadets helped with the placing of 
the American Flags honoring each one of the victims 

of 9/11 



Tempe Healing Fields (Cont.) 
11 September  

Tempe Beach Park 

 

 

Picture courtesy 

of ASU 

From top to bottom clockwise:  
Sun Devil Battalion Cadets and Cadre 

placing American Flags,  
MSIV Cadet Daniel Paniagua, Tempe 
Healing Fields and MSIV Cadet Kayla 

Olmeda 

Picture courtesy 

of ASU 



Fall Contracting Ceremonies  
(Tempe) 

 

Congratulations to this Semes-
terôs contracted Cadets! 

¶ Herge Monga MSIII 

¶ Menachem Susskind MSIII 

¶ Demarco Thomas MSIII 

¶ Emmanuel Lamey MSII  

¶ Anthony Prouty MSII 

¶ Troy Takesian MSII  

¶ James Ledo MSI 

¶ Zachary Lipovitch  MSI 

¶ Paul Hickerson MSIII 

¶ Shiv Patel MSIII 

¶ Tyler Ries MSIII 

¶ Lucas Regan MSII  

¶ Stevi Williams MSI  

¶ Paige Martin MSII 

¶ Quinn Conroy MSII 

¶ Sean Deeny MSII 

The much anticipated contracting ceremonies began in Fall Semester 
when a total of 16 Sun Devil Battalion Cadets made the commitment to con-
tinue their path to become officers of the United States Army.   

There were 6 separate contracting ceremonies, each marking the beginning 
of a Cadet journey to receiving a commission as a second lieutenant in the 
United States Army.  

This milestone unlocks the benefits that allow them to receive their Cadet 
stipend and, depending on type of contract, their scholarship or National 
Guard / Reserve tuition assistance.    

 

MSIII Cadets Demarco Thomas (left) and 
Menachem Susskind during their 25 
September contracting ceremony at the 

SDFC Field.  

Sun Devil Battalion Cadets (from left to right) Shiv Patel (MSIII), Lucas Reagan (MSII), 
Paul Hickerson (MSIII) and Tyler Ries (MSIII) ) during their contracting ceremony at West 

Buttes on 19 September 

Army ROTC Cadets (left to right, with black 
polos) Anthony Prouty, Troy Takesian, Man-
ny Lamy and  Zachary Lipovitch after being 
contracted on 26 August at Old Main 

MSII Cadets (left to right) Sean Deeny, Paige 
Martin and Quin Conroy at their Fall         

Contracting ceremony  



 

ASU Salute to Service 
07 - 16 November 
(Tempe Campus) 

Every year, ASU celebrates and recognizes the men and 
women in uniform who've served this country and put service 
above themselves in both their professional and personal 
lives. The Sun Devil Cadets were a big part of this celebration, 
which kicked-off with the Salute to Service Joint Run on Novem-
ber 7. Cadets and Cadre from the 3 ROTC Branches (Air Force, 
Army and Navy/Marine) participated in a friendly group run and 
push up contest! 

The week continued with the Cadets interacting with the com-
munities they  live in and serve. Cadets were able to network 
throughout the community during the Sparkyôs Tailgate and The 
Veteranôs Day Parade. During the Veterans Parade, they had 
the privilege to connect with the community, who joyfully showed 
their support to our Cadets and cheered them on enthusiastical-
ly! 

At the Tempe Campus, the Sparkyôs tailgate was a big hit with 
those who stopped by the BeaverFit ACFT mobile fitness train-
er. People of all ages participated in different physical challeng-
es such as pull-ups, planks, bench-press and hand release push
-ups! Those who faced these challenges were presented with 
Sun Devil Battalion memorabilia such as t-shirts, water bottles 
and lanyards among other swag! 

Veteranôs Parade 

Honoring our Veterans 
Interacting with our 

community 
Interacting with our 

community 

Sparkyôs Tailgate Sparkyôs Tailgate ASU Football Game 



Branch night 
05 December 
Armstrong Hall 

Forty-seven ROTC Senior Army ROTC Cadets 
from ASU and GCU received confirmation from Ca-
det Commandôs Accessions Process to determine 
what Branch they were selected for to serve in the 
Army once they are commissioned as second lieu-
tenants in Spring 2026.  
 
The atmosphere in Armstrong Hall was casual 
and full of enthusiasm while Cadets anxiously but 
patiently awaited to hear their names called in order 
to come forward to find out their brand revealed by 
LTC Ryan Whipple and MSG Gregory Beachum.  
The auditorium erupted in applause when family and 
friends cheered their favorite Cadets who now can 
check one item out of their list in their quest to be-
come an Army Officer.  
 
The Accessions Process is fed by a Cadetôs aca-
demic excellence, talent based branching inputs, 
Cadet Summer Training performance, and rigorous 
interviews.  As they typically do, this year our Cadets 
fared well in this tough year. During this yearôs 
Branch Night, 79%  of our Cadets received their 
number one pick!  

From top to bottom: 
 
 
¶ Cadets Hailey Heinrich (left) and Sasha Sherrell 
¶ Cadet Javier Morales (right) poses with MSI 
MSG Gregory Beachum 

¶ Cadets Cheryl Seiger and Miguel Sampo 
 

 
Congratulation Sun Devil Battalion Cadets! 

 

The top three Branches that our Cadets were se-
lected for were LG (Logistics), MI (Military Intelli-
gence) and AG (Adjutant General), MP (Military Po-
lice) and MS (Medical Service Corps) with a tie.    
 
Throughout this Spring Semester our Seniors will 
proudly display their branch insignia on their uniform 
until they commission in May 2026. 

Sun Devil Battalion Cadet Commander William 
Waddington along with his family 


