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Upcoming Events 
 

31 May  - 22 August ó24 

Cadet Summer Training (Fort 

Knox) 

 

 

28 July - 11 August ó24 

Basic Camp (Ft. Knox) 

 

 

15 - 20 August ó24 

Sun Devil Battalion New Cadet 

Orientation  

 

 

To submit your program photos, 

historic photos, use the following 

link: 

 

https://militaryscience.asu.edu/

content/photo-submission 

 

To sign up for our newsletter: 

https://militaryscience.asu.edu/

node/355 

 

 

 

 

Find out what the Sun Devil Cadets accom-

plished during the Spring Semester 2024!  

In this issue: 

-Sun Devil Battalion Program Recognitions! 

-MSII and III Contracting Ceremonies (1 Feb ï 26 April). 

-Sun Devil Cadets Awarded Numerous Scholarships. 

-Pat Tillman Run (13 April). 

-Spring Commissioning Ceremony (8 May). 

-Deanôs Medal Recipient (9 May) 

-Forging the Leaders of Tomorrow. 

And more! 

 

Did you know?  

ASU Army ROTC 

commissions over 45 

Army Second Lieu-

tenants (2LTs) every 

year.  

https://militaryscience.asu.edu/content/photo-submission
https://militaryscience.asu.edu/content/photo-submission
https://militaryscience.asu.edu/node/355
https://militaryscience.asu.edu/node/355


Sun Devil Battalion Recognized With the       

Prestigious 5th Brigade Geronimo Award  

ASU News Press Release. 
 
Tempe, Ariz., March 12, 2024 ï The U.S. Army Cadet Commandôs 5th Brigade recently named the Army ROTC 
Sun Devil Battalion at Arizona State University as the winner of the esteemed Geronimo Award for Best Large Pro-
gram in 2023. 
 
This prestigious accolade, presented by the 5th Brigade, encompassing 36 schools total within the southwest re-
gion of the country, recognizes excellence in fulfilling the mission of the U.S. Army Cadet Command: To recruit, 
educate, develop, and inspire ROTC Cadets to become commissioned officers of character for the Total Army. 

"I am so proud of the Officers, NCOs, Department of the Army civilians, university employees, and our Cadets,ò 
said COL Erich B. Schneider, Sun Devil Battalion Professor of Military Science and Department Chair. ñThe honor 
of being recognized with the Geronimo Award is a testament to the hard work and dedication of our entire team; 
especially our Student-Athlete-Leaders.ò 

ñAt ASU Army ROTC, we are passionate about serving our university, community, state, and nation. We take tre-
mendous pride in producing future leaders of character for the Army and remain grateful to all of those who support 
our program in the pursuit of excellence." 

The Geronimo Award highlights the Sun Devil Battalion at ASU for its outstanding commitment to diversity, both in 
terms of student demographics and academic disciplines, with a particular emphasis on graduates holding degrees 
in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics fields. Moreover, the award acknowledges the battalion's 
remarkable commissioning production, exceeding expectations by producing over 50 second lieutenants annually, 
surpassing the mission's target of 36. 

ñIn addition to academic achievements, the Geronimo Award evaluates programs based on community involve-
ment and integration, particularly in charitable assistance and Junior ROTC mentorship,ò COL Schneider said. ñIt 
also recognizes programs that have demonstrated exemplary engagement with the local community, and shown 
strong morale and Esprit de Corps among its members.ò 

The Sun Devil Battalion was founded in 1935 and is one of the oldest Army ROTC programs in the nation. At ASU, 
the battalion is established as the Department of Military Science within The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 

Sun Devil Battalion Cadets maintain an average 3.47 GPA with an impressive graduation rate of 95 percent. Other 
key facts about the Cadets include: 85% receive scholarships, 35% pursue STEM degrees, 21% are women, 29% 
are minority students, and collectively they log over 5,000 volunteer hours per year in the local community. **     

Click here to watch Channel 3 newsô clip (https://www.azfamily.com/2024/03/13/asu-rotc-program-receives-

excellence-award-southwest/) and News Channel 12 clip here (ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦмнƴŜǿǎΦŎƻƳκǾƛŘŜƻκƴŜǿǎκƭƻŎŀƭκǾŀƭƭŜȅκ

ŀǊƳȅ-ǊƻǘŎ-ǎǳƴ-ŘŜǾƛƭ-ōŀǧŀƭƛƻƴ-ƴŀƳŜŘ-ǘƘŜ-ōŜǎǘ-ƛƴ-ǘƘŜ-ǎƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘκтр-мрŜллōŀн-фсŀŜ-пŘŦл-ффŘн-пŦоŀŘōплтоŦŜύ 

 
 

 

 

Featured in this picture from left to 
right: 
 
COL Philbert J. Palmore, Cadet Com-
mandôs 5th Brigade Commander; 
COL Erich Schneider, ASUôs Professor of 
Military Science; MSG Jaime Weaver, 
ASU Senior Military Instructor and CSM  
Jesus Robles, Cadet Commandôs 5th 
Brigade Command Sergeant Major 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.gqh-2BaxUzlo7XKIuSly0rC1mGBQ6iv9sINzBuPf5Ohdc1M5J8LuThxR5RspEJil14S-2Fo4jIyzCdZ3M1rqNGFZxfypoWB-2FICBKkZctmbsTtAEPOykpcHpI-2BJHfsdCbAEiHc7Qf_ciJWK8bONkE0SK6lfHmLpaqO5fqu-2FIZMj-2Fez
https://www.azfamily.com/2024/03/13/asu-rotc-program-receives-excellence-award-southwest/
https://www.12news.com/video/news/local/valley/army-rotc-sun-devil-battalion-named-the-best-in-the-southwest/75-15e00ba2-96ae-4df0-99d2-4f3adb4073fe


 

 

 

Sun Devil Battalion Wins the Deanôs 

Cup 2023 - 2024 School Year 

 

As a recognition of the hard work the ASU Army ROTC Battalion Cadets perform every 

semester, the Sun Devil Battalion was awarded with the College of Liberal Arts and Sci-

ence Deanôs Cup. Established in 2016, the Deanôs Cup promotes a friendly competition 

between the three ROTC programs at ASU: Air Force, Army and Navy/Marine Corps.  

 

Through the school year, the three branches are measured against several areas and the 

branch with the most points at the end of the year brings home the Deanôs Cup.  These 

areas are: Blood Drive (twice a year), Fitness Test (twice a year), Flag Football, Food 

Drive, Fall Semester STEM GPA, Fall Semester non-STEM GPA, Basketball tournament 

and Patôs Run volunteer attendance. The Army ROTC program scored a total of 31 points! 

 

This accomplishment is a testament to all the effort and great teamwork our outstanding 

Cadets perform every day.  

 

Congratulations on your achievement Sun Devil Battalion Cadets!  Feel the heat! 

From left to right: 
CDT Phillip Jansson (CDT XO), CDT Casey Mihojevich  
(CDT CSM), Dean Paul LePore from the College of Liberal 

Arts and CDT Cayden Wells (CDT BC).  



Waste Management Open 
5 - 11 February 2024 
Scottsdale, AZ 

The Waste Management Open (WMO) was an eagerly anticipated annual event, during which the dedi-
cated members of the Sun Devil Battalion generously volunteered their time and expertise. Cadets as-
sisted WMO staff in various capacities, including managing foot traffic, welcoming patrons, and facilitat-
ing transactions in their merchandise tent.  

The Sun Devil Battalion's involvement in the WMO not only serves the community, but also provides cru-
cial financial support for the program's ongoing development, through a generous donation. This dona-
tion significantly contributes to enriching the program and fostering the growth of our cadets. It also al-
lows our Cadets to spend more time training instead of continuously fundraising. 

We are grateful for the WMO's continued support. The Sun Devil Battalion cherishes this opportunity and 
remains steadfast in its commitment to providing annual support to the WMO staff and the community.  

 

MS II & III  Contracting Ceremonies  

1 February - 26 April 

Six Sun Devil Cadets were contracted throughout the Spring 

Semester ó24.  

Compared to the Fall semester, this semester was more chal-

lenging for contracting. Cadets contracted in the Spring went 

through a rigorous board process where the ñBarò was set high. 

These Cadets overcame various personal challenges, rose to 

the occasion, and completed all additional contracting require-

ments to move into the next phase of their  journey towards 

earning a commission in the US Army. This milestone unlocks 

the benefits that allow them to receive their cadet stipend and, 

depending on the type of contract, their scholarship or National 

Guard / Reserve tuition assistance.      

Congratulations to all our newly contracted CadetsΗ    

From left to right: 
Cadets Marko Ciprus, Jonathan 
Smith-Jimenez and Jesus Santos 

From left to right: 
COL Erich Schneider, Cadet Ramon Luna 

and MSG Jamie Weaver 

From left to right: 
COL Erich Schneider, Cadet Andrew 
Tipsword, and MSG Jamie Weaver 

Cadet Hailey Heinrich takes the Oath 
of Enlistment during her contracting 

ceremony. 



LTG (Ret.) H. R. McMaster Visit 
19 February 2024 
Tempe Campus 

Sun Devil Battalion Cadets and Cadre had the honor of meet-

ing the highly-decorated LTG (R) H. R. McMaster, during his 

visit to the ASU Tempe Campus.  LTG McMaster, along with 

CSM John Wayne Troxell, engaged Army and Air Force Ca-

dets about the most important qualities a military leader should 

have.  

LTG McMaster shared his decades of invaluable experience  

during his lecture. His deep knowledge and insights on leader-

ship, resilience, and overcoming challenges served as a bea-

con towards success for the Sun devil Cadets.  

LTG McMasterôs stellar military career with many accomplish-

ments encompassed over three decades, from 1984 to 2018.  

Among his high-ranking roles includes being the 25th National 

Security Advisor from 2017 to 2018 as well as commanding 

organizations in wartime during the Gulf War, Operation En-

during Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Additionally, he  

oversaw the training and education for the Armyôs infantry, ar-

mor and cavalry as the Commanding General of the Maneuver 

Center of Excellence at Fort Benning (Fort Moore). 

Thank you LTG McMaster for sharing your valuable mili-

tary experience with our Cadets! 



Sun Devil Cadets Met With Renowned 
SEAC CSM (Ret) John Wayne Troxell  

19 - 20 February 2024 
Tempe Campus 

Sun Devil Battalion Cadets had the honor of once again sharing a PT session and gaining leadership 

edification from Army Command Sergeant Major (Retired) John Wayne Troxell.  The day began with 

physical training at Mountain America Stadium on February 19th, consisting of Company-led circuits 

with laps around the stadium, and culminated with a leadership lecture on February 20, 2021. 

CSM Troxell shared his inspiring words and Invaluable insights with the Cadets during physical train-

ing and as a guest speaker with all our Cadets.  His profound knowledge and wisdom on leadership, 

resilience, and overcoming adversity was inspirational to our Cadets. He is a great example of being 

able to overcome anything that comes our way with persistence, determination and thorough prepa-

ration!  

CSM Troxell has a distinguished military career that expanded over 30 years of outstanding service. 

He enlisted in the U.S. Army in September 1982 as an armored reconnaissance specialist and gradu-

ated from the One Station Unit Training (OSUT) at Fort Knox, KY. During his 30 years, he served as 

the Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the senior noncommissioned 

officer in the U.S. Armed Forces, from December 11, 2011 until his retirement on December 19, 

2019.  He also served in numerous units throughout his career, received several personal awards 

and participated in five combat tours of duty. The grit and life-long dedication to the military inspires 

our Cadets. 

Thank you CSM Troxell for investing part of your time with our Cadets! 



Sun Devil Battalion Cadets Awarded             
Scholarships for Their Outstanding                  
Academics and Overall Performance 

During the Joint National Award Ceremony (JNAC) 86 Cadets 
and Midshipmen from Army, Air Force and Navy/Marine ROTC 
programs were awarded with several scholarships and endow-
ments by civic groups nationally and from around the Valley.   
 
Sun Devil Battalion Cadets received scholarships and awards 
from different organizations, such as  AUSA, USAA, American 
Veteran Award, Military Order of the World Wars, Reserve Offic-
ers Association and Military Order of the Purple Heart among 
other esteemed associations.  
 
These awards are presented to those Cadets and Midshipmen 
who demonstrated exceptional performance throughout their 
academic year.  
 
Congratulations Sun Devil Cadets for your achievements! 

The Tempe Chamber Military Affairs Committee recently held its 
6th Annual Red, White, & Blue Awards Ceremony, which recog-
nizes members of our local military community through scholar-
ships and special recognition awards.   
 
This year the Sun Devil Battalionôs Cadet Marko Ciprus was 
awarded the ASU ROTC Scholarship - Army for his outstanding 
leadership skills and scholastic accomplishments.  
 
ASU Army ROTC Cadre nominated Cadet Ciprus specifically for 
his ability to build trust among his peers, subordinates and Ca-
dre members. Cadet Ciprus empowers those he leads, holds 
others accountable and creates an environment conducive to 
learning and leadership development.  
 
Congratulations on your achievement Cadet Ciprus! Tempe Chamber of Commerce Red, 

White and Blue Award Ceremony 
13 March 2023 

Grace Community Church 

Sun Devil Battalion Cadets awardees dur-
ing the Joint National Award Ceremony 

19 April  
NEEB Hall 

During our last award ceremony of the Spring semester, we 
were able to recognize multiple Cadets for their  excellence 
throughout the academic year.  

This year our Dr. Donald and Barbara Parks Army ROTC Schol-
arship recipients were Cadets Will Barrett, Jacob Browne, Cade 
Garner, Jade Goulet, Yadier Laguna, Brandon Kline, Olivia Men-
dez, Kyle Kozak, Jalen Johnson, and David Berdeski. Our Sun 
Devil Battalion Cadet Endowment recipient was Cadet Alexander 
Mirigian and our Ralph W. Beck Army ROTC Cadet Memorial 
Scholarship recipients were Cadets Demarco Thomas and Hailey 
Heinrich. These awards will go into each Cadets student account 
starting in the Fall and will allow these phenomenal Cadets to 
focus on training even harder as they continue in their leadership 
development. 

Feel the heat! 

Cadets awarded during the final Cadet 
Battalion Award Ceremony 

24 April 
Mountain America Stadium 



Once again, the Sun Devil Cadets were an integral part of the suc-
cess of the annual Pat Tillman Honor Run. ASU Army ROTC Cadets  
not only volunteered to help out with the massive task of executing the 
run, but also ran among more than 24,000 other runners. The 4.2 mile 
run/walk started at the north east side of the Mountain America Stadi-
um and concluded at the finish line inside the football field.   

Sun Devil Battalion Cadets helped with water stations, where they 
sustained runners in need of a well-deserved cool down. The program 
also set up a recruiting table to share our story with the public and 
provide additional information to those interested in the Army ROTC 
program at ASU. The event was also a great opportunity to showcase 
our BeaverFit ACFT mobile fitness trailer. This was a major success 
for the battalion and those who wanted to show-off their physical fit-
ness abilities. Among these fun physical challenges were dead-lifting, 
push-ups, the plank, bench-press and more.  

Several cities around the country host the Pat Tillmanôs run every 
April in order to honor and celebrate the legacy of the former Sun 
Devil, NFL player and Army Ranger. Since it was first organized 20 
years ago, the Tempe event has grown to host 30,000 participants 
and runners that come from different parts of the globe.  

The runs/walks are organized by the ASU Alumni chapters and clubs 
in multiple cities throughout the U.S. The 4.2- mile race represents the 
number 42 that Pat Tillman wore in his jersey as a Sun Devil scholar-
athlete. The funds raised during this event will go to the Pat Tillman 
Foundation Scholars Program, which provides scholarships to mem-
bers of the nationôs active-duty, veterans and military spouses.  

Thank you Sun Devil Cadets for all your hard work!  

20th Annual Pat Tillman Honor Run 
13 April 2024  
Tempe, Arizona 


